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Patent Application No. 11-550303 

Date of Draft March 15, 2002 

Patent Office Examiner WAKIOKA Tsuyoshi 2955 SHOO 

Representative for Patent Application Mr. USHIKU Kenji 

(and one other) 
Applied Patent Law Article § 29 (2) 

This application is to be refused for the following reasons. 
You are invited to file your observations within sixty days from 
the mailing date of this notification. 

Reasons 

For the invention as defined in claims noted below, a patent 
shall not be granted according to the provision under Patent Law 
Article 29 (2), since the invention could easily have been made, 
prior to the filing of the patent application, by a person with 
ordinary skill in the art to which the invention pertains, on the 
basis of an invention or inventions described in the cited 
reference(s) noted below which were distributed in Japan or 
elsewhere prior to the filing of the patent application. 

Note 

Claims: 1-42 

List of publications 
1. JP-A-63-19087 J 

Remarks : 

Publication 1 discloses technology for calculating a tangent 
direction on a contour line which sections different brightness 
(corresponding to "the direction of the level gradient" of the 
present application), calculating a straight line perpendicular to 
the tangent (corresponding to "producing a line segment in a 
direction corresponding to the direction of the level gradient "of 
the present application), and executing inspections of a center 
position, circulality, a radius and so on. 
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Further, although such limitations are provided as setting of 
a range of an image input, display control of a subject image, and 
whether the line segment is represented binary or in gray scale, 
each and every limitations are such matters that an ordinary 
skilled person can properly makes and special effects cannot be 
recognized, so that inventions defined in claims 1-42 could 
easily have been made on the basis of the inventions described in 
Publication 1. 

In a case where a reason for refusal is newly found, the 
reason will be notified. 
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